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the foot of the Aravali Mountains. Sambher is a town of some antiquity, having
been founded by Manik Eao, in the year 685 ; and until the fall of the Eajpoot
empire of Delhi, it remained the appanage of the emperors, who, as chief of all
their titles, bore that of Sambri Eao, or prince of Sambher.

The legend relates that Manik, driven from Ajmere by the Mussulmans, fled
for safety to the desert, and there, weakened by misery and privations, he was
preparing to put an end to his life, when the goddess Sacambhari, the tutelary
genius of his race, appeared to him. She promised to fertilise, and give him as
his kingdom, all the land which he could make the circuit of on horseback in a
single day, strictly charging him not to look behind him during his ride.
Manik set off, and had nearly accomplished his task when, forgetting the injunc-
tion of the goddess, he looked back; upon which, to his unbounded surprise,
instead of a fertile plain his eye rested on a vast sheet of water. However, he
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was soon consoled, and established himself on the shores of the lake, where he
founded a town, to which he gave the name of Sacambhar, whence Sambher.

The town itself possesses now but little interest; all the inhabitants are in
the service of the rajahs, and are employed in the salt works. There are a few
ancient monuments, but these are completely in ruins, and the only relic of
antiquity still remaining is the statue of Sacambhari, placed by Manik on an
island near the town. The view of the lake is very fine; stretching between low
wooded hills until it reaches the branches of the Aravalis, the uneven summits of
which break the horizon. The time we had chosen for our visit was extremely
unfavourable for studying the manner of extracting the salt, and the nature of the
raw material; for the works, which had been interrupted by the monsoon iains>
were not to recommence for a month. However, everything was thoroughly
explained to me, and I saw the enormous blocks of salt Mke marble, and magnlfi-